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SUB J : GOVERNMENT "RESTRICTIONS" ON MEDIA CLARIFIED 

REF: PANAMA 3165 

SUMMARY: AN OFFICIAL MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE 
COMMUNIQUE, ISSUED MAY 29, HAS CLARIFIED - AND SUBSTANTIALLY 
MODIFIED - MAY 28 STATEMENT OF "RESTRICTIONS" ON BROAD- 
CAST MEDIA. APPEARANCE OF COMMUNIQUE TENDS TO CONFIRM 
REPORT THAT MINISTER RICARDO RODRIGUEZ HAD GONE WELL BEYOND 
HIS INSTRUCTIONS. END SUMMARY 

1. THE MAY 29 GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE, 

THE FULL TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS, IS IN THE NATURE OF A 
CAUTION RATHER THAN AN ORDER, TO RADIO STATIONS ALONE, TO 
REFRAIN FROM IRRESPONSIBLE REPORTING AND COMMENTARY. 

NO MENTION WAS MADE OF SANCTIONS FOR THOSE WHO FAIL TO 
EXERCISE THE REQUESTED RESTRAINT. INTERESTINGLY, THE 
COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED BY VICE MINISTER CESAR 
RODRIGUEZ MAYLIN AS ACTING MINISTER. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE, 
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SERENITY AND CALM IN THE COUNTRY THROUGH THE SOCIAL 
COMMUNICATION MEDIA, CALLS THE ATTENTION OF HOLDERS 
OF RADIO FREQUENCIES AND TO COMMENTATORS USING THEM 
THAT THEY SHOULD REFRAIN FROM FESTINATING OR CREATING 
ALARM WITH REPORTS DEALING WITH EDUCATIONAL AND STUDENT 
MATTERS, WITH THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES, 

AND WITH THE PUBLIC SERVICES. CONSEQUENTLY, WHENEVER 
REFERENCE IS MADE TO REPORTS DEALING WITH THE FORE- 
GOING, WE URGE THAT COMPETENT OFFICIALS BE CONSULTED. 

THIS REQUEST STEMS FROM A RECENT TENDENCY OBSERVED 
IN SOME BROADCASTING STATIONS IN THE COUNTRY. TO TREAT 
TOPICS VITAL TO THE FUTURE OF THE NATION IRRESPONSIBLY 
AND WITH A LACK OF SERIOUSNESS. 

ITS PURPOSE IS TO MAINTAIN A CLIMATE OF TRANQUILITY 
IN THE STUDENT FIELD AND IN THE REST OF THE NATIONAL 
COMMUNITY. 

THE FOREGOING SUMS UP THE DOCTRINE ESTABLISHED BY 
MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE RICARDO A. RODRIGUEZ 
AT THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, A DOCTRINE 
THAT IS BASED ON THE LOFTIEST NATIONAL INTERESTS AT A 
TIME WHEN THE MONOLITHIC UNITY OF ALL PANAMANIANS 
IS NEEDED.' 1 END TEXT 

3. COMMENT: FACT THAT GOP ISSUED A CLARIFYING 
COMMUNIQUE ON DAY AFTER MINISTER RICARDO RODRIGUEZ S 
MAY 28 STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ON 
MEDIA - AND FACT THAT CLARIFICATION CAME FROM "ACTING" 
MINISTER - TEND TO CONFIRM REPORT (PARA 5, REFTEL) 

THAT RODRIGUEZ HAD EXCEEDED HIS INSTRUCTIONS. IF HE 
DID INDEED GOOF, AS IT APPEARS, THIS WOULD ALSO 
ACCOUNT FOR OTHERWISE UNEXPLAINED EMERGENCE OF AN 
ACTING MINISTER THE NEXT DAY. 
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